Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NASSAU 00061 102027Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO EB-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 PRS-01 
PA-02 USIA-15 L-03 XMB-04 LAB-04 SIL-01 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 /072W 

108480 110543Z/20 

R 101908Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 286 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS NASSAU 0061 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECON, EFIN, EINV, BEXP, XL 

SUB J : TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS TO GET CASINO GAMBLING 

REF: NASSAU A-47 OF 12/2/77 

1 . LOCAL PRESS REPORTS GOVERNMENT IN TURKS AND CAICOS 
ISLANDS HAS WON ITS BATTLE FOR GAMBLING CASINO IN THE 
BRITISH COLONY WHEN AN ORDER WAS ISSUED TO ARTHUR 
WATSON, THE GOVERNOR, TO SIGN THE RELEVANT LEGISLATION. 

THIS ORDER CAME FOLLOWING TALKS IN DECEMBER 1977 BETWEEN 
OFFICIALS IN THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT AND 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM TURKS AND CAICOS GOVERNMENT. TALKS 
BECAME NECESSARY FOLLOWING A REFUSAL BY GOVERNOR WATSON 
TO SIGN BILLS PASSED IN THE LEGISLATURE BY THE TURKS AND 
CAICOS GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE INTRODUCTION OF 

CASINO GAMBLING. IN EARLY DECEMBER TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTER C.W. (LIAM) MAGUIRE HEADED A THREE MEMBER 
DELEGATION TO LONDON WHERE THEY MET WITH TED ROLANDS, 

SECRETARY OF STATE IN THE COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, AND MS. 

JUDITH HART, AN OFFICIAL IN THAT OFFICE. A 

TURKS AND CAICOS GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID JANUARY 6 

THAT "TALKS WENT VERY WELL" AND THAT SUBSEQUENT TO 

LONDON MEETING GOVERNOR WATSON WAS GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO 
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SIGN THE CASINO BILLS INTO LAW. 

2. ON JANUARY 8 MINISTER MAGUIRE AND AL WILLIAMS, CHIEF OF 
TOWN PLANNING IN TURKS AND CAICOS, REPORTEDLY FLEW TO SAN 
DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, TO MEET WITH A PROSPECTIVE DEVELOPER OF 

A CASINO FACILITY IN TURKS AND CAICOS AND TO GIVE THIS DEVELOPER 
COPIES OF THE SIGNED CASINO LEGISLATION INSTRUMENTS. THIS 
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TRIP REPORTEDLY SIGNALED THE GO-AHEAD FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TURKS 
AND CAICOS ISLANDS AS CENTER FOR CASINO GAMBLING AND AN 
ANTICIPATED BOOM IN CONSTRUCTION OF HOTELS. 

3. AMONG DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS PRESENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION 
BY GOVERNMENT IS RESORT COMPLEX CALLED "WHITE SANDS" - 

A PROPOSED 200 ROOM HOTEL ON 60 ACRES OF LAND ON SOUTH 
CAICOS. IN ADDITION, HOLIDAY INN REPORTEDLY HAS PLANS 
TO CONSTRUCT A 200 ROOM HOTEL WITH CASINO ON NORTH 
CAICOS AND A TEXAN REPORTEDLY HAS SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL 
TO CONSTRUCT A RESORT ON EITHER NORTH OR SOUTH CAICOS. 

4. IN ADDITION ACCORDING TO TURKS AND CAICOS GOVT. 

SPOKESMAN, THE INTERNATIONAL SALT COMPANY (BELIEVED TO 
BE A U.S. SUBSIDIARY OF A DUTCH COMPANY) IS "STILL 
INTERESTED IN THE ISLANDS' SALT INDUSTRY POTENTIAL, AND 
DETAILED WORK AND INVESTIGATION BY EXPERTS HAVE BEEN CARRIED 
OUT.” 

5. COMMENT: UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINS CHIEF ECONOMIC PROBLEM IN 
TURKS AND CAICOS (LIKE THE BAHAMAS)(REF A). 

THE TURKS AND CAICOS GOVERNMENT HOPES THAT CASINO GAMBLING 
WILL ATTRACT DEVELOPMENT OF RESORT INDUSTRY AND CONSEQUENTLY 
ATTRACT A LARGER VOLUME OF TOURISTS TO THE ISLANDS TO BOLSTER 
ITS SAGGING ECONOMY LARGELY DEPENDENT IN TOURISM FOR PREDOMINANT 
SHARE OF ITS GNP. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 NASSAU 00061 102027Z 

SCHWARTZ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NASSAU00061 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78001 5-0975 
Format: TEL 
From: NASSAU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 81 /aaaacqcj. tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 03aceae4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 NASSAU A-47 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3801392 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS TO GET CASINO GAMBLING 
TAGS: ECON, EFIN. EINV, BEXP, XL, TK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/03aceae4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



